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The vibe on “Starboy” comes from that hip-hop culture of 
braggadocio, from Wu-Tang and 50 Cent, the music I liste-
ned to as a kid. Bragging just sounds good, man. I was a teenager 
when I saw Scarface, and even though it was  unbelievable, it’s cool 
Tony Montana could survive all those gunshots and not feel them.

IT
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" Look what you've done.  House so empty need a centerpiece.  20 racks 
a table cut from ebony. Cut that ivory into skinny pieces. Then she 
clean it with her face man I love my baby .You talking money, need a 
hearing aid You talking bout me, I don't see the shade. Switch up my 
style, I take any lane. I switch up my cup, I kill any pain Look what 
you've done. I’m a m***' starboy. Look, look, look what you've done
I'm a' m*** starboy. XO, till we overdose. 
Legend of the fall "

Abel Tesfaye, in the "H
eartl

ess
" m

usic video, January 2020

developed real big fee-
lings towards the fame.
This 3rd album potentially 
marks a new era for Abel. 
The album was released on 
November 25th 2016, tou-
ting 18 tracks with features 
from Future, Lana Del 
Rey and Kendrick Lamar.

“Starboy” is The Weeknd’s 
new realization of his 
mega-stardom. Transfor-
ming from mysterious 
Canadian act to Billboard 
mainstay. Abel has come 
a long way, but with nega-
tive consequences in his 
journey to the top, he has 

The project became the 
number one album in 
one day, top ped the 
Billboard 200, and shat-
tered Spotify’s single 
day streaming records.

INTRODUCTION OF THE ALBUM
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“Starboy” is Jamaican slang for 
someone who is seen as cool or impor-

tant, even if it’s just amongst their collea-
gues. In Keith Richards: The Biography, 

the Rolling Stone recalls hearing the term 
while living in Jamaica back in 1972.

It was later popularized in New York, 
London, and Toronto after Mavado’s 

hit single “Star Bwoy” in 2010.

STARBOY

THE WEEKND,
LEGEND OF FALL ?

“He plays a bad boy, sure, but a bad boy with a vulnerable side, as far as his own personality is 
concerned. Women are suckers for that. ‘I am not worthy of love, don’t love me’ "

 Wendy Goldstein, executive VP, Republic Records

DRAKE FRENCH MONTANA travis scott YOUNG THUG SZA 

rooms, 
 chatting and laughing 

quietly, no one ever asks for 
that password or gives any  indication 
of the commercial. His vertical Bas-
quiat stack of hair has been gone since 
September, replaced by a modest Afro.

A few short weeks from now, Starboy will 
debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200, selling 
348,000 equivalent albums for the third-big-
gest opening week of 2016. (He will also 
notch the second-largest streaming debut 
week ever.) But today’s just another day 
at the office. When Tesfaye emerges from 
a studio control room, he is dressed, as 
usual, all in black: Buscemi boots with gold 
details, Mr. Completely jeans and a Puma 
shirt under a jean jacket. Abel Tesfaye.
"We started six months ago, and then we shut 
down the entire studio for four months."

 
 If you 

were about to re-
lease the biggest album of 

2016’s last quarter, you might be ner-
vous about some stranger hearing it 
before the street date. Paranoid, even. 
Your team might create a password 
for a journalist to use at the red me-
tal gate of a small Hollywood studio.

But if you’re Abel Tesfaye -- the 26-year-
old better known as The Weeknd, 
who on this Sunday in November is 
 preparing to release Starboy, the fol-
low-up to his 2015 pop breakthrough 
Beauty Behind the Madness -- you 
hardly seem anxious at all, prompt-
ly showing up to play the album and 
sit for an interview. Here at Conway 
Studios, where six or so members
of The Weeknd's team gather in small

When you 
listen to Weeknd 

songs, you can hear 3 
characters -  the selfish guy (Often), a 

guy who is romantic (Love Me Harder) 
but guarded and an empathic guy (In the 
Night) “Starboy” might present a four-
th character. Does that sound about right?
From me, it’s probably a little bit more schi-
zophrenic, who I portray in my music. 

The vibe just represents how I feel, what rela-
tionship I’m going through, what friendships 
I’m going through, the success in my life, 
the failures in my life. It is all just docu-
mentation. I’m not going to sit here and 
just sing about making love, even though 
my favorite artists, that’s all they sing about.

When I was making the early stuff, I ne-
ver expected it to be so big. I was in my 
own kind of bubble. I never wanted to 
tour, I just wanted to create music and 
make a diary I could put out into the wor-
ld. And sometimes I became the characters. 

I like 
to look at it like a film 

- for every director, every film is diffe-
rent, with different actors,  different emo-
tions, different plots. The other albums always 
had a theme. On this album, every song has 
a theme, is kind of its own  cinematic piece.

 Nowadays, with live music, you’re 
going against DJs and rappers singing over 
two tracks that are just banging. So when 
you come out as a band, you have to know 
your sound, and make you sure you bang as 
hard as this is required. 

Tesfaye has decreased the madness and 
darkness in his music. The voice at the 
center of Starboy is slightly less of a lost 
soul. With Daft Punk and Martin  joining his 
longtime crew members like Doc McKinney, 
Tesfaye has put himself into the light and 
further onto the  dancefloor. His well-docu-
mented obsession with Michael Jackson is no 
 longer just talk -- he’s closing in on his hero, 
at least in sound and work ethic.

           Cover art for the 3rd studio album of Th e Weeknd         Was  released in Nov. 2016.
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Starboy spent 5 weeks at #1 

from December 17th and since 

spent 150+ weeks stable

Abel uses the imagery of colors, or the lack 
thereof, as an extended metaphor throughout 
this track. Co-written by Billy Walsh, an Ame-
rican songwriter, producer, fashion stylist, and 
designer, but also Cashmere Cat, a Norwegian 
producer, DJ,  "True Colors" is the seventh 
track of The Weeknd third studio album. 

The “king of the fall” teases us in October 2016 
with "Mania" a music video with most top 
trakcs of the incoming album Starboy. In 2018, 
it won the award for “Best Urban Contempo-
rary Album," giving Abel his second win in 
that category, after his second studio album 
won in 2016.  Congrats Abel !

His attitude probably attracts like-minded 
women, but he’s wise enough to know a rela-
tionship must be built on truth and trust, and 
the easiest time to have these discussions is at 
the beginning.

In this track, especially in the pre-chorus, Abel 
probably feels he needs to reaffirm his com-
mitment to this girl. Elsewhere in his music, 
on songs “Party Monster,” he seems to value 
promiscuity. During “Rockin'” he urges his 
desire not to pester him for a long-term rela-
tionship. The song reminds some of the fans 
a little bit like the Trilogy album, released 3 
years prior of this.

TRUE COLORS

Following “Secrets,” which ex-
plored a deceptive love interest, 
“True Colors” is about learning 

who this female really is, not 
who she wants Abel to think she 

is. The monogamous themes 
explored throughout the project 

also continue to be expressed 
through this track.

SHAMELESS

“Shameless” presents a friends-with-bene-
fits arrangement gone bad. Abel continues 
in the sexual relationship, even though he 

realizes the emotional damage it is doing to 
his partner.
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